December 14, 2009 

Vern White 
Chief of Police 
Ottawa Police 

(By email: whitev@ottawapolice.ca ) 

Re: Faulty enforcement of the Trespass to Property Act against a registered graduate student at the 
University of Ottawa 

Dear Mr. Vern White, 

1 am a registered physics graduate student in good standing at the University of Ottawa (M.Sc. program). 
1 am also a Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council (NSERC) of Canada scholarship holder, a 
member of the union of teaching assistants (CUPE, Local 2626) at the University of Ottawa, and a 
member of the University of Ottawa Graduate Students Association Etudiants Diplomes (GSAED). 

As a graduate student and teaching assistant 1 have many reasons to be on the campus at the University of 
Ottawa every day. 1 attend classes, meet my research supervisor regularly, use the University research 
facilities, access my office in MacDonald Hall, attend the research seminars in the Department of Physics, 
do my teaching assistant work, interact with professors and fellow students, use the libraries, go to my 
union and association offices, attend to various administrative tasks related to my study program and to 
my employment, participate in the collegial governance of the university, attend the sports and social 
facilities on campus, and participate in campus political and social discourse and expression, etc. In 
addition, graduate students in the Department of Physics benefit from a flexible-hours access policy for 
entering the building to use computer/research facilities and to access their offices in the evenings and on 
weekends, and 1 have an electronic access key to the building for that purpose. 

Under these circumstances it is not legitimate for the University of Ottawa to have served me with a 
Notice of Trespass barring me from all University grounds and property. 1 have a contractual and status 
right to all the privileges extended to all registered graduate students, without discrimination or 
interference. 

On Friday, December 11, one of your officers. Constable De Los Santos, arrested me for trespass and 
served me with a ticket under the Trespass to Property Act. This occurred in the Tabaret Hall central 
administration building where 1 went to make an appointment to see President Allan Rock, specifically to 
discuss this problem of trespass, to which 1 had alerted President Rock by email. To say the least, this is 
the opposite of the University's purported open door policy. 

Constable De Los Santos served me the trespass ticket despite my explanations that 1 was a registered 
graduate student. Constable De Los Santos told me that he had been told by University of Ottawa 
Protection Services that 1 was not a registered student because 1 had recently completed the examination 
for one graduate course that 1 had this semester. On the contrary, as a graduate student, 1 am registered at 



all times under the Master' s thesis requirement. I deplore that Constable De Los Santos took this false 
information at face value and was not more critical in examining the basis of my registration and the 
reason for my presence at Tabaret Hall. I consider that Constable De Los Santos in effect acted as an 
agent of the university administration rather than as an objective officer of the law seeking to protect all 
citizens from harm and from abuse of power in particular 

I ask you to investigate my arrest and to revoke the trespass ticket. I also ask that Ottawa Police officers 
be informed about student rights before making any more arrests of this type on university campuses. 

I urge you to consider the political dimension of Ottawa Police arrests of university students on 
campuses: university graduate students and teacher assistants have academic freedom and are an integral 
part of the collegial governance of our publicly funded universities, whereas university administrations 
have a historic record of attempting to suppress academic freedom and limit the efficacy of collegial 
governance. Please do not let the Ottawa Police serve the university administration in this regard. 

You will recall that the Berkeley Free Speech Movement of the sixties, which gave us student academic 
freedom and student participation in collegial governance, was also based on an illegitimate application of 
trespass law. Let us not repeat these errors. Let us keep the police for authentic criminal and safety 
matters, not campus politics. 

I await your assurances that your officers will be more critical in examining the pretexts provided by 
University of Ottawa Protection Services, and an answer about my falsely attributed trespass ticket. 

Sincerely, 

Joseph Hickey 

Graduate student in physics 

Cc: 

Constable De Los Santos, c/o Ottawa Police 

Larry O 'Brian, Mayor, City of Ottawa 

Allan Rock, President, University of Ottawa 

Claude Giroux, Head, Protection Services, University of Ottawa 

Suzanne Fortier, President of NSERC 

Sean Kelly, President, CUPE 2626 

Gaetan-Philippe Beauliere, External Commissioner, GSAED 

Ivan L'Heureux, research supervisor. University of Ottawa 
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